
2019-2020 Syllabus -  Thomas County Central High School 
Instructor: Mrs. White        Room E-15 

Course Design: 
This course provides a college-level, nonpartisan introduction to key political concepts, ideas, 
institutions, policies, interactions, roles, and behaviors that characterize the constitutional system and 
political culture of the US. Students will study US foundational documents, SCOTUS decisions, and other 
texts and visuals to gain an understanding of the relationships and interactions among political 
institutions, processes, and behaviors. Students will read and interpret data, make comparisons and 
applications, and develop evidence-based arguments. Finally, they will complete a political science 
research or applied civics project.  

Course Materials: 
• Primary Text: Abernathy, Scott F., and Waples, Karen.  American Government: Stories of a Nation, 1st  

ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2019.  (Replacement cost - $132) 
• Document Reader: Abernathy, Scott F., and Waples, Karen.  Foundational Documents and Court Cases 

Reader, Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2019.  (Replacement cost - $47) 
• Supplemental Readings as needed from various document readers, news clippings, internet resources, 

audiovisual materials, journals, presentations, as provided and/or determined by the instructor. 

Supply List: 
• Binder or folder • Composition book • Paper,pens,pencils • Chromebook 

Textbook Website: https://www.macmillanlearning.com/studentresources/highschool/history/apgov1e/
student_resources/apgov1e_student_resources_chapter_index.html 

Course Themes: 
The central themes in AP US Government and Politics, as outlined by the College Board, are a guideline 
for learning in our class.  These “Big Ideas” are:  

CONSTITUTIONALISM - The US Constitution establishes a system of checks and balances among 
branches of government and allocates power between federal and state governments. This system is 
based on the rule of law and the balance between majority rule and minority rights. 
LIBERTY AND ORDER - Governmental laws and policies balancing order and liberty are based on the 
U.S. Constitution and have been interpreted differently over time. 
CIVIC PARTICIPATION IN A REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY - Popular sovereignty, individualism, 
and republicanism are important considerations of U.S. laws and policy making and assume citizens 
will engage and participate. 
COMPETING POLICY-MAKING INTERESTS - Multiple actors and institutions interact to produce and 
implement possible policies. 
METHODS OF POLITICAL ANALYSIS - Using various types of analyses, political scientists measure 
how U.S. political behavior, attitudes, ideologies, and institutions are shaped by a number of factors 
over time.  

https://www.macmillanlearning.com/studentresources/highschool/history/apgov1e/student_resources/apgov1e_student_resources_chapter_index.html


Disciplinary Practices 
1. Concept Application - Apply political concepts and processes to scenarios in context.  
2. SCOTUS Application - Apply Supreme Court decisions. 
3. Data Analysis - Analyze and interpret quantitative data represented in tables, charts, graphs, maps, 

and infographics. 
4. Source Analysis - Read, analyze, and interpret foundational documents and other text-based and 

visual sources. 
5. Argumentation - Develop an argument in essay format. 

Methods of Assessment: 
Various methods of assessing student learning are utilized throughout the course, including: 

• Content quizzes are given on a fairly regular basis. 
• On average, 5 AP-style short-answer questions during the course of each unit of study.   
• Socratic seminars to assess student understanding.   
• Roundtable discussions encourage investigation and the building of disciplinary practices.  
• Within each unit, students will participate in a variety of writing assignments.  
• Chapter tests are used in a formative manner and contain multiple choice questions, many of which 

are stimulus-based, as well as AP-style essays. 
• AP Classroom is used as a method of self-check for students at the end of each unit. 
• Writing workshops are used to prepare students for the free-response questions.  Unit tests are 

utilized for formative assessment and occur near the end of each 9-week period of study.  

Pacing Guide with corresponding chapters in the Abernathy and Waples Text: 
Unit One - Foundations of American Democracy - 15-22% (5 weeks)  

A. American Government and Politics - Stories of Our Nation 
B. The Constitution - A New Vision of Government 
C. Federalism - Dividing Power between the National Government and the States 

Unit Two: Interactions Among Branches of Government - 25-36% (7 weeks) 
A. Congress - Representation, Organization, and Legislation 
B. The American Presidency - Individuals, Institutions, and Executive Power 
C. The Federal Judiciary - Politics, Power, and the “Least Dangerous” Branch 
D. The Federal Bureaucracy - Putting the Nation’s Laws into Effect  

Unit Three: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights - 13-18% (4 weeks) 
A. Civil Liberties - Protecting Fundamental Freedoms 
B. Civil Rights - What is Equality? 

Unit Four: American Political Ideologies and Beliefs - 10-15% (4 weeks) 
A. American Political Culture - What Americans Believe  
B. Public Opinion - Measuring American’s Opinions 
C. Political Ideology - How Beliefs Shape Our Choices 

Unit Five: Political Participation - 20-27% (6 weeks) 
A. Elections and Campaigns - Candidates and Voters in an Era of Demographic Change 
B. Political Parties - The Outsiders versus the Establishment  
C. Interest Groups and Social Movements - Collective Action, Power, and Representation 
D. The Media - New Technologies, Enduring Issues 

Remaining class time will be spent preparing for the AP Exam. 



The AP Exam: 
The Advanced Placement US Government and Politics Exam is 3 hours long and includes: 
 Section I - 55 Multiple-choice questions   50%   80 minutes 
 Section II - 4 Free-response questions   50%  100 minutes 
  Question 1: Concept Application (3 points)  12.5%   20 minutes 
  Question 2: Quantitative Analysis (4 points)  12.5%   20 minutes 
  Question 3: SCOTUS Comparison (4 points)  12.5%   20 minutes 
  Question 4: Argument Essay (6 points)   12.5%   40 minutes  

In 2019, the AP US Government and Politics exam will be given on Monday, May 4 at 8 AM.  Generally, a 
student who scores 3 or higher (on a scale of 1-5) will earn college credit for the course; however, the AP 
Exam score will not affect a student’s grade in the high school course.  

Students are encouraged, but not required, to take the AP exam.  The College Board exam fee is $94.  The 
Thomas County Schools will partially subsidize exam fees for some students according to the following: 

• Students will pay a registration fee of $20 when the exam is ordered in October.* 
• The school district will pay the balance ($74 per exam) for each student in each AP class in which 

the student has no more than 5 absences** by the date of the AP exam and a first semester 
unweighted average of 85 or higher.  

• The school district will pay one-half the balance ($37 per exam) for each student in each AP class in 
which the student has no more than 5 absences**  by the date of the AP exam and a first semester 
unweighted average of 80-84 with the student paying the balance.   

• Students who have more than 5 absences** or an unweighted average below 80 for the first 
semester will pay the full cost of the exam. 

• Students who register for the exam and then decide not to take it will pay the $40 cancellation fee 
charged by the College Board. 

• Students who do not register for the test in October and who later decide to take the test will pay 
the $40 late registration fee charged by the College Board. 

• Students who register for a “late” exam to make-up for a missed exam will pay the $40 fee charged 
by the College Board. 

*The school district aggressively seeks funding from all available sources to assist students in paying for 
Advanced Placement exams including income-based fee reductions and state funding (when available) for 
STEM-related AP exams.  Any funds received by the district for AP exams will be applied to the cost of 
those exams. Any available funding will be applied first to the amount beyond the $20 registration fee.  The 
$20 registration fee will be required unless the full cost of the exam is covered by a fee waiver. 
**The principal may waive the attendance requirement on a case-by-case basis in the event of a serious 
illness or other extenuating circumstances.  The decision of the principal is final. 

Classroom management: 
• Grading Scale per 9 weeks:              Tests/Projects      30%               Daily work/Homework  25% 

    Quizzes/Essays    25%                     Benchmarks             20% 
• Thomas County Schools policy is that grades earned in AP courses (including the 10 bonus points granted in 

AP courses) shall be counted twice in calculating the weighted GPA for class rank and honors purposes in order 
to make the relative weight of one AP course equal to that of two dual enrollment courses. 

• Benchmarks are given near the end of each quarter and are comprehensive over the length of the course.  There 
is not an EOC for this course.  

• Work is to be turned in on time.  Work that is turned in within 5 school days of the due date will be assessed a 
late penalty.  Assignments will not be accepted for credit after that point.  Work that is turned in late due to an 



absence will not be assessed a penalty if the absence is excused (written documentation must be provided) and 
if it is turned in on the next school day.  Students are to do their own work.   

• Test make-ups are not given during the school day. These must be completed after school.  
• Class Rules: 

1. Be in your seat when the bell rings.  Tardy policy – detention assigned after the 4th, 5th, and 6th tardy to 
class.  After this, referral to the office.   

2. Bring your Chromebook, notebook, writing utensil, composition book, and paper to class daily. 
3. Cell phones are not often used in this class, so please keep yours put away for the duration of the period.  
4. Plan to use the restroom either before or after class. 
5. Follow directions the first time they are given. 

Communication: Email – ewhite@tcjackets.net;  School – 225-5050;  Remind - eewapgov 
 

PLEASE SEE ME IF 
YOU HAVE ANY 

QUESTIONS! 

Important Dates 2019-20
First Day for Students Monday August 5, 2019
Labor Day Holiday Monday September 2, 2019
Fall Break Monday-Friday October 7-11, 2019
Teacher Workday Monday October 14, 2019
Thanksgiving Holidays Monday-Friday November 25-29, 2019
End of 1st Semester Friday December 20, 2019
Winter Holidays Monday-Friday Dec. 23, 2019-Jan. 3, 2020
Teacher Workday Monday January 6, 2019
First School Day in 2020 Tuesday January 7, 2020
MLK Jr. Holiday Monday January 20, 2020
Teacher Workday Friday March 13, 2020
Spring Break Monday-Friday April 6-10, 2020
AP US GOVT EXAM Monday May 4, 2020
Last Day of School Friday May 22, 2020

mailto:ewhite@tcjackets.net?subject=

